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Association with EU leads  
to privileged trade relations
In today’s challenging economic environment, 
boosting trade, improving business climate and 
attracting more investments are the most effective 
ways to bolster economic growth and create jobs.  
This vision underlies the EU’s policies towards  
its Eastern neighbours, both in bilateral relations 
and in the multilateral framework of the  
Eastern Partnership. 

Progressive trade liberalisation is the cornerstone 
of the new Association Agreements (AAs) between 
the EU and its partner countries, which include 
provisions establishing DCFTAs.  

These agreements go beyond any existing  
ones the EU has ever offered to third countries 
because they offer not only improved trade and 
investment opportunities, but deep reforms  
and EU assistance for those reforms, aiming to 
contribute to economic recovery and growth 
and to better integration of the Eastern Partner’s 
economies with the world markets. 

What is a DCFTA?
A Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) is more 
than an ordinary free trade agreement (FTA), which involves the 
scrapping of customs tariffs and quota restrictions on trade. The ‘deep 
and comprehensive’ part of the DCFTA sees the addition of many more 
obligations by both parties for the opening up of service sectors, the 
removal of technical barriers to trade, and convergence of regulatory 
regimes for internal markets (such as for financial markets, transport,  
the environment, etc.). The partner state commits itself to introduce into  
its domestic laws convergence on EU regulations and standards.  
In many cases, the EU standards are much the same as international 
standards, so the agreement of the DCFTA with the EU also opens up  
the economy of the partner state globally.
.

“The DCFTA is a gold standard 
agreement. It goes very far beyond 
the more traditional trade deals 
that just look at what happens at 
the border between two countries.”
European Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmström 

EU28 trade with Eastern Partners in figures (2004-2014)
After a significant decrease in 2009 following the 
financial crisis, the value of EU exports of goods 
to the Eastern Partners recovered until 2013 to 
reach a peak of €41.3 billion and then fell again 
in 2014 to €33.1 bn. Imports also recovered after 
2009 to hit €36.7 bn in 2011, and then decreased 
continuously to €32.4 bn in 2014. As a result, 
EU trade with the Eastern Partners was almost 
in balance in 2014 (+€0.6 bn). In 2014, the six 
Eastern Partners accounted together for nearly 
2% of total extra-EU trade in goods, almost 
equivalent to Saudi Arabia, the EU’s 11th most 
important trading partner. Eurostat fact sheet

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/6836772/6-20052015-BP-EN.pdf/1b8e0bd3-a47d-4ef4-bca6-9fbb7ef1c7f9
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Georgia and Moldova were the first among Eastern Partners to initial the 
AA/DCFTAs, on 29 November 2013, during the Eastern Partnership 
summit in Vilnius.  
Ukraine signed the AA/DCFTA on 27 June 2014. The DCFTA is 
provisionally applied since 1 January 2016.  

What does it mean for Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine?
With the DCFTA, all three countries receive preferential access to the largest market in the 
world with 500 million customers and a GDP of €14 trillion and greater opportunities to 
export to global markets. 

The partner countries will be expected to bring their legislation closer to that of the EU 
in a wide number of regulatory policy areas. The phasing out of existing customs tariffs 
and regulatory barriers will increase the variety and quality of products and services, 
boosting competition and exports, improving the business climate, attracting 
investors while ensuring higher levels of social, environmental and consumer 
protection. It will provide stable and more predictable governance rules, especially for 
SMEs, which are more vulnerable. 

Better products and services will enhance the overall standard of living for consumers 
and citizens of Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine.

Exports from Georgia to the EU rose by 12% in the first six months of the free trade 
agreement, while exports of some Georgian products, like hazelnuts, copper, petroleum 
oils, doubled or even tripled in that time. The DCFTA as a whole is expected to boost GDP 
by 4.3% annually (€292 million in national income), provided reforms are completed. 
EU-Georgia DCFTA - Reading Guide  

For Moldova, the change in national income is estimated to be around €142 million, i.e. 
5.4% of the country’s GDP, while its exports to the EU and imports are expected to increase 
by as much as 16% and 8% respectively, driving an increase in wages and offering better 
prices to consumers.
EU-Moldova DCFTA - Reading Guide

In Ukraine, the DCFTA boosts trade opportunities by lowering tariffs on imports. Ukrainian 
exporters will save €487m annually due to reduced EU import duties. They will get a better 
access to a large and stable market. At the same time, Ukrainian companies will improve 
their competitive position, by getting the opportunity to import advanced capital goods at 
relatively lower prices. 
EU-Ukraine DCFTA - Reading Guide

Deep and Comprehensive trade  
with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine

PHOTO GALLERIES
Images from across the Neighbourhood highlighting  
EU cooperation projects in the field of economy.  
High-resolution pictures available for download. 

Armenia has concluded negotiations of the AA/DCFTA 
but given its decision to join the customs union of Russia, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan, the steps required for the 
agreement to become effective have been suspended.

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=949
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=914
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=994
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/ukraine/
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine/press_corner/all_news/news/2016/2016_01_08_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/documents/eap_aa/dcfta_guide_2014_en.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/february/tradoc_152194.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/april/tradoc_150981.pdf
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_galleries_east.php?gallerytitle=&subject=4&country=0&caption=&Submit=Submit&search=1
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=951


3b

4

2

1

USEFUL LINKS STAY CONNECTEDDOCUMENTS

EU Neighbours East

3a

www.euneighbours.eu

E U 4 B U S I N E S S  I N F O  PAC KEU supporting business - focus on SMEs

One of the priorities of the Eastern Partnership is to promote 
sustainable and inclusive economic development by improving 
the business environment and legal certainty. This will benefit local 
small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and businesses, raise 
their competitiveness, and attract investment. Additional support is 
focused on SMEs in the DCFTA countries to help them adapt to the 
new requirements and increase their exchanges with the EU.

Launched in 2009, the EaP’s SME Flagship Initiative aims to provide 
support to SMEs in the EaP countries to tackle common challenges 
hampering their growth: limited access to finance, difficulty to 
conquer new markets, lack of business skills and a difficult business 
climate. 

In 2015, the SME Flagship consisted of a portfolio of active projects 
of more than €100 million, of which €75 million were provided 
through European Financial Institutions – leveraging ten times more 
investment into SMEs in the region. 

In addition, an extended programme has been established for Georgia, 
Moldova and Ukraine – the three countries to have signed DCFTAs 
with the EU. Working with the EBRD and the EIB, the DCFTA Facility 
for SMEs will receive approximately €200 million of grants from the 
EU budget. This contribution is expected to unlock at least €2 billion 
of new investments by SMEs in the three countries, to be financed 
largely by new loans supported by the Facility. 

The funding will help SMEs seize new trade opportunities with 
the EU, improve their access to finance, allow them to integrate 
into global value chains, and support them to comply with new 
standards.

The DCFTA Facility for SMEs will reach tens of thousands of SMEs and 
their hundreds of thousands of employees, suppliers and service providers 
in Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, and is designed to support SMEs in 
making the changes required to benefit most from the new business 
opportunities.

Boosting trade and improving the business 
environment in the region is one of the four priorities 
of cooperation between EaP countries and the EU. It 
is addressed through one of the Eastern Partnership's 
four Multilateral platforms, Platform 2 on Economic 
Integration and Convergence with EU Policies, which in 
turn has established 2 working panels, on trade and SMEs.

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/neighbourhood/pdf/riga/20150518_flagship_sme.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5013_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-15-5013_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/platforms/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/eastern/panels/index_en.htm
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SMEs benefit from EIB loans 
SMEs and mid-cap companies in the Eastern Partnership 
countries and Russia benefit from credit lines provided 
by the European Investment Bank (EIB). Under its current 
mandate for 2014-2020, the EIB provides financing of up to 
€4.8 billion, covering Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, 
Russia and Ukraine. EIB activity focuses on the development 
of economic and social infrastructure and support for 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in all sectors. 
The SME sector is the single largest sector beneficiary of 
EIB loans – accounting for 34% of total EIB lending in the 
Eastern Neighbourhood and Central Asia. Some 33% of EIB 
operations in the region involve private sector borrowers, 
including loans to local banks, to finance projects promoted 
by SMEs and mid-caps. 
EIB webpage - EU Eastern Neighbours
Factsheet EIB financing in the EU’s Eastern Neighbourhood 

EU Export Helpdesk – a unique service for smaller companies 
and market newcomers
In 2004, the EU created a single point of access for online 
information about exporting to Europe – the Export Helpdesk. 
The system is built in such a way as to reflect, in real time, the 
conditions for exporting any type of item, from handbags 
and t-shirts to honey and wines. It takes into account existing 
standards, trade agreements, rules of origin, etc. It is not a 
static database but a system that allows users to make precise 
calculations depending on which country they come from and 
what exactly they want to export. To date, the EU is the only 
trade partner in the world to offer such a service.  The helpdesk 
has been translated into Russian, in a clear step from the EU 
towards its eastern neighbours. The Export Helpdesk mainly 
assists smaller companies and newcomers on the market. 
“They’re the backbone of any 
economy. They’re the ones that 
generate real economic growth and 
change a country’s performance,” 
says Holger Standertskjold-
Nordenstam, Head of the 
Information, Communication and 
Civil Society Unit at the European 
Commission’s Directorate General 
for Trade.

Export Helpdesk  
exporthelp.europa.eu

EBRD: helping small businesses invest for the future
The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development is involved 
in the Eastern Partnership SME Flagship Initiative through the 
SME Finance Facility, the SME Direct Support Facility and the Small 
Business Support (SBS) programmes, all supported with funding 
from the EU Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF).
Under the DCFTA Facility for SMEs, the EBRD is providing €380 
million in loans and trade guarantees to local partner banks and 
other financial institutions in Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine for 
on-lending to businesses, in the first phase of a planned €1.2 billion EBRD/EU 
programme to which the EU is expected to provide €56.5 million in funding to help 
businesses invest in improvements of product quality and service standards.
The EU has also provided €42 million to the EBRD’s Advice for Small Business 
to boost entrepreneurs’ know-how to grow their business in the Eastern 
Neighbourhood region since 2011. Both programmes are part of the EU4Business 
initiative, which supports EU projects to back SMEs in Eastern Partnership countries.
Under the EU4Business initiative, Georgian, Moldovan and Ukrainian SMEs will 
receive €200 million of grants – a contribution expected to unlock at least €2 billion 
of new investments by SMEs in the three countries.

EBRD VIDEOS
https://www.youtube.com/user/ebrdtv

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://www.eib.org/projects/regions/eastern-neighbours/index.htm
http://www.eib.org/attachments/country/eib_factsheet_eastern_neighbours_en.pdf
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index.htm
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index_en.html
www.enpi-info.eu/files/features/Export%20Helpdesk%20Interview_EN.pdf
www.enpi-info.eu/files/features/Export%20Helpdesk%20Interview_EN.pdf
http://www.ebrd.com/home
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2016/ebrd-and-eu-programme-to-support-free-trade-areas-with-georgia-moldova-ukraine.html
http://www.ebrd.com/news/2016/ebrd-and-eu-programme-to-support-free-trade-areas-with-georgia-moldova-ukraine.html
http://www.ebrd.com/cs/Satellite?c=Page&cid=1395237304871&pagename=EBRD%2FPage%2FCountry
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23eu4business
http://www.enpi-info.eu/files/features/Export%20Helpdesk%20Interview_EN.pdf
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In an effort to encourage investment in the Eastern Partnership countries, the EU has 
launched several cooperation projects that aim to improve the investment climate and 
business culture, by boosting entrepreneurial activities. Some of these actions combine 
the EU’s grant resources with loans from International Financial Institutions (IFIs). 

East Invest I & II (2010-2019) The project – now into its second phase – aims at 
promoting trade and investment through networking and capacity building of business 
associations in the Eastern Partnership region. It targets Business support organisations and 
SMEs from the 6 Eastern Partnership countries, which have potential for developing mutual 
cooperation and investment relations with the EU, as well as developing concrete activities 
that will generate immediate results for SMEs in the region. Fiche  www.east-invest.eu 

Small Business support initiative (2015-2022) This programme supports the 
implementation of EBRD Small Business Support programmes – the Enterprise Growth 
Programme and Business Advisory Services – providing business development services to 
SMEs. Fiche; webpage 

DCFTA SME Direct Support Facility (2014-2026) The Facility lends funds from 
the EU and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in order to provide 
financing and technical assistance to the SME sector and to improve conditions for SMEs 
lending in the 3 DCFTA countries. The Facility will receive approximately € 200 million 
of grants from the EU budget, which are expected to unlock at least € 2 billion of new 
investments by SMEs in the three countries, largely coming from new EFI loans supported by 
the Facility. Fiche; webpage 

Eastern Partnership SME Finance Facility, phase II (2016-)  The second 
phase of the SME Finance Facility is a continuation of Phase I that focused on facilitating SME 
lending, strengthening and deepening the SME lending market, as well as capacity building 
of partner banks across all countries of the Eastern Partnership. During Phase II, the EU aims 
to provide assistance to stimulate local currency lending, 
particularly to micro, small- and medium-sized (SMEs) 
enterprises in Ukraine. Fiche SUCCESS STORIES

Armenia The road to the European market

Azerbaijan Wasting less to gain more

Georgia How to improve your business…

Moldova Moldovan honey conquering the EU market

Moldova A chance of a future in your own country

Moldova Cutting down on energy costs? Yes, you can

The road to the European market – a story from Armenia
Business environments and practices in the EU and in its 
neighboring countries to the east are not the same.  
An EU-funded project is facilitating investments and economic 
cooperation between the EU and the countries of the Eastern 
Partnership, including Armenia.  
The project targets 
business support 
organisations and small 
and medium sized 
enterprises.  
The EU Neighbourhood 
Info Centre sent one of 
its journalists to see how 
this support is making a 
difference to an  
IT business in Armenia. 
Read the full story

Vibrant small business – key to trade and investment

An enabling environment
At policy level, there is a focus on creating an enabling 
environment, drawing up effective SME policies, through 
the Small Business Act (SBA) Assessment (Support to SME 
Competiveness Reform project) and implementation of 
related recommendations, but also improving financial 
reporting (Strengthening Auditing and Reporting in the 
Countries of the Eastern Partnership (STAREP) project). 

“The development 
of SMEs has a 
crucial role to 
play in creating 
growth and job 
opportunities. 
By supporting 
[SMEs]... the EU is 
contributing to 
economic recovery.”
European Commissioner 
for Neighbourhood Policy 
Johannes Hahn 

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://www.east-invest.eu
http://enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=691&id_type=10
http://www.east-invest.eu
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=821&id_type=10
http://www.ebrd.com/work-with-us/advice-for-small-businesses/overview.html
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=628&id_type=10
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/blending/dcfta-deep-and-comprehensive-free-trade-area-sme-direct-support-facility_en
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=630&id_type=10
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=636&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=691&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=622&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=698&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=674&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=638&id_type=6&lang_id=450&subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=636&id_type=6&lang_id=450
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=694&id_type=10
http://www.enpi-info.eu/maineast.php?id=696&id_type=10
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Useful Links

Action plans

Agreements

Country reports

Declarations

Resolutions

Strategy documents

EU Neighbourhood Library
Our online database

www.euneighbours.eu/library

Other info packs are available online:  EAST  SOUTH

INFO PACKS

DG Economic and Financial Affairs - European Neighbourhood Policy 
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/international/neighbourhood_policy/index_en.htm

DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs - Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/index_en.htm

DG Trade - EU position in world trade 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/eu-position-in-world-trade/

DG Trade - EU and WTO 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/eu-and-wto/

EU - trade cooperation with Russia 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/russia/

EU - trade cooperation with Armenia 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/armenia/

EU - trade cooperation with Azerbaijan 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/azerbaijan/

EU - trade cooperation with Belarus 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/belarus/

EU - trade cooperation with Georgia 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/georgia/

EU - trade cooperation with Moldova 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/moldova/

EU - trade cooperation  with Ukraine 
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/ukraine/

EIB - EU Eastern Neighbours 
www.eib.org/projects/regions/eastern-neighbours/index.htm

EU Export Helpdesk 
www.exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index.htm

EU Neighbourhood Info Centre economy/trade

webpage www.enpi-info.eu/themeeast.php?subject=4 

regional projects http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_projects_east.php?subject=4

features www.enpi-info.eu/list_type_east.php?&subject=4&search=1&id_type=6

photo galleries www.enpi-info.eu/list_galleries_east.
php?gallerytitle=&subject=4&country=0&caption=&Submit=Submit&search=1

documents www.enpi-info.eu/library/theme/economy

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_type_east.php?&id_type=3
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_type_med.php?&id_type=3
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/eu-position-in-world-trade/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/eu-and-wto/
http://www.eib.org/projects/regions/eastern-neighbours/index.htm
http://www.exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index.htm
http://www.enpi-info.eu/themeeast.php?subject=4
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_type_east.php?&subject=4&search=1&id_type=6
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_galleries_east.php?gallerytitle=&subject=4&country=0&caption=&Submit=Submit&search=1
http://www.enpi-info.eu/list_galleries_east.php?gallerytitle=&subject=4&country=0&caption=&Submit=Submit&search=1
http://www.enpi-info.eu/library/theme/economy
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Trade Statistic EaP countries with world/ EU with EaP countries 

Armenia http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111471.pdf

Azerbaijan http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111475.pdf

Belarus http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111480.pdf

Georgia http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111507.pdf

Moldova http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111540.pdf

Russia http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111720.pdf

Ukraine http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111613.pdf

Eurostat Statistic – ENP East, statistics on trade flows with the EU  
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/European_
Neighbourhood_Policy_-_East_-_statistics_on_trade_flows_with_the_EU

DCFTA with Georgia 
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/eu_georgia/trade_relation/dcfta/
dcfta_en.htm

DCFTA with Moldova 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2014/february/tradoc_152194.pdf

DCFTA with Ukraine 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/april/tradoc_150981.pdf

EIB: Eastern Partnership Technical Assistance Trust Fund – Annual 
Report 2014 
http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/eptatf_annual_report_2014.htm

EIB: A partner for the Eastern Neighbourhood and Central Asia 
www.eib.org/attachments/country/enca_flyer_en.pdf

SME Flagship initiative 
http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/neighbourhood/pdf/riga/20150518_flagship_
sme.pdf

The European Bank for reconstruction and development - strategy for 

Armenia http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-for-armenia.pdf 

Azerbaijan http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-in-azerbaijan.pdf

Belarus http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-for-belarus.pdf

Georgia http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-in-georgia.pdf 

Moldova http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-in-moldova.pdf

Ukraine http://www.ebrd.com/documents/strategy-and-policy-coordination/strategy-in-ukraine.pdf

EU Neighbourhood 
Handbooks 
From the EU Neighbourhood 
Info Centre website, 
a number of different 
handbooks can be 
downloaded, offering tips 
to media professionals for 
improved coverage of EU 
cooperation activities, but 
also providing information 
on how to access EU funding 
or to navigate through EU 
jargon. 
A wealth of knowledge 
at your disposal, just 
a click away on www.
euneighbours.eu.

http://www.enpi-info.eu
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111471.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111475.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111480.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111507.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_111540.pdf
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Stay connected

The EU: a major donor for the Neighbourhood

EU support to the region is mainly channeled through the European Commission’s Directorate General for Neighbourhood 
and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)

The European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) funding approved  
for the period 2014-2020 is € 15.4 billion. The ENI replaces the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), 
for which the funding was € 11.2 billion for the period 2007-2013. The new instrument provides faster and more flexible 
funding, allowing for incentives for best performers, to 16 partner countries to the East and South of the EU’s borders.

East: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine. 
South: Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine*, Syria**, Tunisia.   

* This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without prejudice to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue. 

**The EU suspended all its bilateral cooperation with the Government of Syria and its participation in regional programmes in 2011.

The EU Neighbourhood Info Centre is run by the EU-funded OPEN Neighbourhood programme, which is implemented 
by two mirror projects, EU Neighbours South and EU Neighbours East, communicating the results of EU support in the South 
and the East of the Neighbourhood.  
www.euneighbours.eu

A project implemented by
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